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Traditionally rain water has been one of the few water sources known to usually
be clean and safe to drink. Today water harvesters must be wary of pesticide
contamination, high mineral levels, bacteria and other impurities in their runoff
water. Filtering technologies have been used in the past and today to purify it by
passing it through a series of rocks, gravels, and sands to scrub out
contaminants. These methods have proven to be very effective.

As rainwater may be contaminated, it is often not considered suitable for drinking
without suitable treatment. Open containers should be immediately diverted intogs
gardens or orchard areas to prevent from being a breeding ground for mosquitosg
and bactieria.
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